Section 5 — Area Committees and Joint Arrangements

5. Area Committees and Joint Arrangements

5.1 This section describes the powers of the Council to delegate its decision making
to other member bodies. The options which the Council has identified include
Area Committees / Forums and Joint Committees. Decisions may also be
delegated to officers, the arrangements for which are set out in Section 6 of this
Constitution.

5.2 Area Committees / Forums

5.2.1 The Council may appoint area committees or area forums with specific decision
making powers applicable to a defined area within the District if it is satisfied
that to do so will improve service delivery in the context of Best Value and
secure more efficient, transparent and accountable decision-making.

5.2.2 The Council will consult with relevant Parish and Town Councils and the Chairs
of relevant Parish Meetings when considering whether and how to establish
area committees.

5.3 Joint Arrangements

5.3.1The Council may establish joint arrangements with one or more local authorities
for the latter to exercise some / all of its non-Executive functions or to advise the
Council. The Executive may establish joint arrangements with one or more
local authorities to exercise functions which are Executive functions.

5.3.2Such arrangements may involve the appointment of a joint committee with
these other local authorities.

5.3.3 The Executive may only appoint Executive Members to a joint committee if:

(a) the joint committee has functions for only part of the area of the authority;

(b) that area is smaller than two-fifths of the authority by area or population; and

(c) the member councillor(s) are those whose ward is wholly or partly contained
within the area.

5.3.4Those appointments need not reflect the political composition of the local
authority as a whole.

5.4 Delegation to / from Other Local Authorities

5.4.1The full Council may delegate non-Executive functions to another local authority
or, in certain circumstances, the Executive of another local authority. The
Executive may delegate Executive functions to another local authority or the
Executive of another local authority in certain circumstances.
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5.4.2 The decision whether or not to accept a delegation from another local authority
shall be reserved to the Council meeting.

5.5 Contracting Out Functions

Provided there is no delegation of the Council’s discretionary decision-making, the
Council (for non-Executive functions); and the Executive (for Executive functions),
may contract out to another body functions which may be exercised by an officer and
which are subject to an order pursuant to Section 70 Deregulation and Contracting
Out Act 1994 (as amended from time to time), or under contracting arrangements
where the contractor acts as the Council’s agent under usual contracting principles.
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